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PURPOSE To provide educational content for the Inland Ocean Coalition (I0OC) and
relevant stakeholders. The collaboration between the I0OC and CU Master’s of the
Environment Students aimed to assess the risks of Deep-Sea Mining, specifically poly-
metallic nodule extraction, and identify the dominant perspectives towards the industry.

BACKGROUND

To fuel the increasing demand for critical metals in the renewable
energy transition, deep-sea mining (DSM) has recently gained
widespread interest as a possible offset to the environmental impacts
of terrestrial mining.2 The commencement of the industry may occur in
2025 once the UN governing body, the International Seabed Authority,
adopts the necessary rules and regulations, however, many countries,
academics, corporations, and organizations are calling for a temporary
pause or outright ban on DSM.3
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research on deep sea mining, topics including the history of tern stdA coath
gathering over 100 sources deep-sea mining, the ISA and
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